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June 5, 2025
Dear Members of Congress,

As retired admirals and generals with Mission: Readiness, we write to express our deep concern
about potential cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and Medicaid
in the upcoming budget reconciliation process. We urge you to maintain these critical programs,
which are essential not only to the health and well-being of millions of children, but to our national
security.

Our military readiness depends on the physical and mental well-being of our all-volunteer force.
Yet, according to the U.S. Department of Defense, 77 percent of young Americans aged 17 to
24 are currently ineligible for military service, with obesity playing the most significant role.
Being overweight disqualifies 11 percent of youth from eligibility, and it contributes to the 44
percent of youth who are disqualified for multiple reasons. These challenges begin early in life—
and they are preventable.

One of the most pressing drivers of childhood obesity is food insecurity. When families cannot
afford healthy food, children often rely on inexpensive, nutrient-poor options that increase their risk
for obesity and related health issues. SNAP helps address this issue. As the largest food program
in the country, SNAP serves more than 42 million people each month. In federal FY 2024, 62
percent of SNAP recipients were households with children. Moreover, studies show that children in
families who receive SNAP experience nearly a one-third reduction in food insecurity within six
months.

Medicaid is equally essential. It ensures that children have access to preventive care,
developmental screenings, and treatment for nutrition-related conditions. These supports catch
health issues early—when they are easier and more cost-effective to address—and help keep
children on a path to healthy development.

For military-connected families, Medicaid is especially vital. Nearly 220,000 children, or about 1 in
10, of active-duty service members use Medicaid alongside TRICARE, which often lacks
comprehensive pediatric services. Medicaid fills those gaps by offering coverage for preventive
services like well-child visits beyond age 5, dental and mental health care, and treatment for
special health needs.
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In addition, 3.4 million children of veterans depend on Medicaid as their sole source of coverage.
Medicaid also provides critical financial protection, particularly for families facing frequent
relocations, job disruptions, or inconsistent access to providers.

Accordingly, as you seek to boost defense spending, we encourage you not to regard SNAP and
Medicaid as simply anti-poverty programs. Instead, we urge you to consider how SNAP and
Medicaid can serve as strategic investments in our nation's security. Undermining these programs
puts the health of millions of children at risk and, by extension, the strength of tomorrow’s military.

We appreciate that you are grappling with difficult budget decisions and many competing priorities,
and respectfully request that you preserve SNAP and Medicaid in the budget reconciliation
process. The strength of our nation begins with the health of our children, and we appreciate your

support.

Sincerely,

David A. Bramlett
General

U.S. Army
Hawaii

William L. "Spider" Nyland
General

U.S. Marine Corps
Florida

Bruce Carlson
General

U.S. Air Force
Texas

Jeffrey Buchanan
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

Arizona

Robert T. Clark
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

Texas

Bantz J. Craddock
General

U.S. Army

South Carolina

Gregory G. "Grog" Johnson
Admiral

U.S. Navy

Maine

Craig R. McKinley
General

U.S. Air Force
Florida

Kevin T. Campbell
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army
Massachusetts

Karen E. Dyson
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

New York
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Frank J. Grass
General

U.S. Army
Missouri

Scott Swift
Admiral

U.S. Navy
Massachusetts

Dennis L. Benchoff
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army
Pennsylvania

Robert Caslen
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

Florida

Samuel E. Ebbesen
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

Virginia



Robert G. Gard Jr.
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

Virginia

Ricardo S. Sanchez
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

Texas

John G. Castellaw
Lieutenant General
U.S. Marine Corps
Tennessee

Nancy E. Brown
Vice Admiral
U.S. Navy
lllinois

Kenneth E. Eickmann
Lieutenant General
U.S. Air Force

Texas

John F. Regni
Lieutenant General
U.S. Air Force
Arizona

Jody A. Breckenridge
Vice Admiral

U.S. Coast Guard
California

Earl L. Adams
Major General
U.S. Army
Maine

Buford "Buff" Blount Il
Major General

U.S. Army

Mississippi

Mark Hertling
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

Florida

Mitchell H. Stevenson
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

Virginia

Jack W. Klimp
Lieutenant General
U.S. Marine Corps
Pennsylvania

Michael D. Haskins
Vice Admiral

U.S. Navy
Colorado

John D. Hopper Jr.
Lieutenant General
U.S. Air Force
Virginia

Norman R. Seip
Lieutenant General
U.S. Air Force
Virginia

Manson K. Brown
Vice Admiral

U.S. Coast Guard
Virginia

Marcia M. Anderson
Major General

U.S. Army
Wisconsin

Ronald S. Chastain
Major General

U.S. Army
Arkansas
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John P. Otjen
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

Georgia

Richard P. Zahner
Lieutenant General
U.S. Army

Arizona

Duane D. Thiessen
Lieutenant General
U.S. Marine Corps
Florida

John A. Bradley
Lieutenant General
U.S. Air Force
Tennessee

Jan-Marc Jouas
Lieutanant General
U.S. Air Force
Washington

Joseph H. Wehrle
Lieutenant General
U.S. Air Force
Texas

Ernest "Ray" Riutta
Vice Admiral

U.S. Coast Guard
Washington

Arthur Bartell
Major General
U.S. Army
Michigan

Anthony A. Cucolo llI
Major General

U.S. Army

Texas



Michael W. "Mike" Davidson
Major General

U.S. Army

Kentucky

William L. "Bill" Enyart
Major General

U.S. Army

Hllinois

John T. Furlow
Major General
U.S. Army
Texas

Steven John Hashem
Major General

U.S. Army

New Jersey

John W. Libby
Major General
U.S. Army
Maine

Thomas E. Mattson
Major General

U.S. Army

Oregon

Roger A. Nadeau
Major General
U.S. Army
Virginia

Joseph F. Perugino
Major General

U.S. Army
Pennsylvania

Stephen V. Reeves
Major General

U.S. Army

Virginia

Michael E. Dunlavey J.D.

Major General
U.S. Army
Pennsylvania

Rick D. Erlandson
Major General
U.S. Army
Minnesota

Peter J. Gravett
Major General
U.S. Army
California

Robert C. Hughes Jr.
Major General

U.S. Army

Georgia

Dennis E. Lutz
Major General
U.S. Army
Michigan

James M. Milano
Major General
U.S. Army
Hllinois

Stephen E. Nichols
Major General

U.S. Army

North Carolina

David C. Petersen
Major General
U.S. Army
Nebraska

James Taylor
Major General
U.S. Army
lowa
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Allan Elliott
Major General
U.S. Army
Georgia

Malcolm Frost
Major General
U.S. Army
Virginia

Earnest L. "Larry" Harrington Jr.

Major General
U.S. Army
Mississippi

Jeffrey A. Jacobs
Major General
U.S. Army

South Carolina

Randy Manner
Major General
U.S. Army
Virginia

Gerald A. Miller
Major General
U.S. Army
Michigan

Richard "Rick" J. Noriega
Major General

U.S. Army

Texas

Marilyn A. Quagliotti
Major General

U.S. Army

Virginia

Greg Wayt
Major General
U.S. Army
Ohio



Margaret C. Wilmoth
Major General

U.S. Army

North Carolina

Ronald G. Richard
Major General
U.S. Marine Corps
Louisiana

William D. Center
Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy
Washington

William A. Kowba
Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy
California

Drennan A. Clark
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Nevada

David Eidsaune
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Washington

Michael S. Hall
Major General
U.S. Air Force
New York

Mark R. Musick
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Nebraska

Frank Scoggins
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Washington

Juan G. Ayala
Major General
U.S. Marine Corps
Texas

Michael Broadway
Rear Admiral

U.S. Navy
Georgia

Casey W. Coane
Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy
Georgia

John H. McKinley
Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy
Tennessee

William D. "Willie" Cobetto
Major General

U.S. Air Force

lllinois

Wallace Farris
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Washington

Irving Halter

Major General
U.S. Air Force
Pennsylvania

John F. Nichols
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Texas

Cassie Strom
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Missouri
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Douglas V. O'Dell
Major General
U.S. Marine Corps
Maine

Walter H. Cantrell
Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy

North Carolina

Donna Lynn Crisp
Rear Admiral

U.S. Navy
Virginia

William D. Rodriguez
Rear Admiral

U.S. Navy

North Carolina

Gary R. Dylewski
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Hllinois

Dawn Ferrell
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Texas

(Dr.) Byron C. Hepburn
Major General (Dr.)
U.S. Air Force

Texas

David A. Robinson
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Florida

Paul J. Sullivan
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Ohio



James A. Whitmore
Major General

U.S. Air Force
Texas

J. Scott Burhoe
Rear Admiral
U.S. Coast Guard
Virginia

Steven H. Ratti
Rear Admiral
U.S. Coast Guard
North Carolina

Timothy S. Sullivan
Rear Admiral

U.S. Coast Guard
California

William W. Austin
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

lllinois

David N. Blackorby Sr.

Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Texas

Charles O. Dillard
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

Ohio

Alan K. Fry
Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Pennsylvania

James R. Gorham
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

North Carolina

Mason C. Whitney
Major General
U.S. Air Force
Colorado

Paul E. Busick
Rear Admiral
U.S. Coast Guard
North Carolina

James E. Rendon
Rear Admiral
U.S. Coast Guard
Texas

Sandra L. Alvey
Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Virginia

Jerry G. Beck Ph.D.

Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Pennsylvania

James Allen Brunson

Brigadier General
U.S. Army
North Carolina

Dwaine Drummond
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

Maine

Robert E. Gaylord
Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Virginia

John C. Hanley
Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Wisconsin
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Thomas F. Atkin
Rear Admiral
U.S. Coast Guard
Virginia

Mary P. O'Donnell
Rear Admiral

U.S. Coast Guard
California

Alan M. Steinman
Rear Admiral
U.S. Coast Guard
Washington

Arthur Gene Austin Jr.
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

New York

James J. Bisson
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

Texas

Robert G. Carmichael Jr.
Brigadier General

U.S. Army

Maine

Michael A. Dunn M.D.
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

Indiana

Edward H. Gerhardt
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

Kansas

William J. Johnson Jr.
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

Arkansas
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Timothy Kennedy
Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Minnesota

David L. McGinnis
Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Virginia

Joe E. Ramirez Jr.
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

Texas

Theodore G. Shuey Jr.
Brigadier General

U.S. Army

Virginia

Shepard B. Stone
Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Connecticut

Peter B. Collins
Brigadier General
U.S. Marine Corps
Ohio

David G. Reist
Brigadier General
U.S. Marine Corps
Virginia

James A. Barnett Jr.
Rear Admiral

U.S. Navy

Virginia

Gerald W. "Jerry" Clusen
Rear Admiral

U.S. Navy

Wisconsin

William A. LaPrise
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

Ohio

John Poppe
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

Texas

John R. Schmader
Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Missouri

Nicholas Sipe
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

South Carolina

Blake E. Williams
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

North Carolina

Joseph V. Medina
Brigadier General

U.S. Marine Corps
Texas

Kevin Stewart
Brigadier General
U.S. Marine Corps
North Carolina

Robert E. Besal
Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy
South Carolina

Ronald H. "Ron" Henderson Jr.

Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy
North Carolina
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Donald H. Marden
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

Maine

Gary M. Profit
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

North Carolina

George M. Schwartz
Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Pennsylvania

Paul Gregory Smith
Brigadier General
U.S. Army
Massachusetts

Mark E. Zirkelbach
Brigadier General
U.S. Army

lowa

Robert D. "Dave" Papak
Brigadier General

U.S. Marine Corps
Pennsylvania

Douglas J. Asbjornsen
Rear Admiral

U.S. Navy
Washington

Richard Butler
Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy
Virginia

Tilghman Payne
Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy
Georgia
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Fernandez Ponds
Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy
California

Richard "Rick" Ash
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
California

Allison A. Hickey
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
Virginia

Anthony L. "Tony" Liguori
Brigadier General

U.S. Air Force

Maine

Stephan A. Pappas
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
Wyoming

Virginia A. Schneider
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
Virginia

Debra A. Scullary
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
New York

Jeffrey Ruth
Rear Admiral
U.S. Navy
Washington

Max H. Della Pia
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
New York

James M. Johnston Il
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
Colorado

Larry V. Lunt
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
Utah

James L. Pierce
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
Arizona

James W. Schroeder
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force

lllinois

Allyson R. Solomon
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
Virginia
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Thomas J. Wilson Il
Rear Admiral

U.S. Navy
Pennsylvania

Judy M. Griego
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
New Mexico

Jeffrey S. Lawson
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
California

Joe |. Mensching
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
Arizona

Avrum Mark Rabin
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
lllinois

Randolph M. Scott
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
Nebraska

Brent E. Winget
Brigadier General
U.S. Air Force
Utah





