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2025-2026 Legislative Session

SC EARLY CHILDHOOD COMMON AGENDA

United in the quest to improve the outcomes of young children (prenatal through

age 8) and their families, advocates of the Early Childhood Common Agenda

propose the following as a framework for building smart, comprehensive early

childhood policy for the Palmetto State.

SUPPORTING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES TO THRIVE

Children thrive in healthy environments with strong relationships and access to quality early
learning. Children’s development depends on their family’s and community’s socioeconomic well-
being and available resources. Positive caregiver relationships support resilience and brain
development. Children who have access to quality early learning opportunities are more likely to
enter school prepared for success in academics and throughout their lives. Support in these areas
not only empowers children to grow and succeed through childhood and later in life, but also gives
families the tools they need to thrive.

SOUTH CAROLINA CHILDREN IN NEED

In South Carolina, many children lack these supports. Over 66,000 children under age 5 live in
poverty (23%), threatening their development. Multiple factors such as inflation, the housing crisis,
and rural isolation make it harder for families to access essential resources. Childcare costs are
high, averaging $674 for infants and $611 for toddlers monthly. Additionally, low pay and burnout
have caused early childhood professionals to leave, with 80% of centers understaffed and 50%
serving fewer children, limiting access to affordable care.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Increase Access to High-Quality Early Childhood Education and Support for Early Childhood Educators

2. Expand Access to Comprehensive Healthcare, Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Services, and
Early Inftervention

3. Promote Economic Opportunity and Housing Stability for Families of Young Children

4. Increase Access to Parent and Family Supports

5. Strengthen Access to Nutritious Food for All Children

6. Advocate for Child-Focused Curriculum in All Early Learning Environments
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SC EARLY CHILDHOOD COMMON AGENDA

Dozens of organizations and hundreds of family advocates comprise
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Contact: Deborah DePaoli
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https://info.childcareaware.org/hubfs/2023%20Price%20Fact%20Sheet/South%20Carolina%202023_Price%200f%20Care.pdf. Retrieved on January 13, 2025.

the Early Childhood Common Agenda coalition.
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